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“The symbolism of the artistic and decorative elements in the
depictions of some Christian manuscripts in Egypt in the period
from the 17th-19th century AD.”

An artistic archaeological study
Nashat Hassan Muhammad Jaber

Department of Archeology - Faculty of Arts - Assiut University

ABSTRACT:

The research is entitled “The Symbolism of Artistic and Decorative Elements in
Ilustrations of Some Christian Manuscripts in Egypt in the Period of the 17th-19th Century
AD,” archaeological ,artistic study , by nashat hassan mohammed gaber . It included the
introduction, which included the importance of the role of the Bible and its influence on the
Christian artist in clarifying many religious meanings, and the success of the Christian artist
in creating different and diverse shapes and styles of decoration in a simplified manner that
has symbolic connotations. It also included the definition of the manuscript and reference to
Christian manuscripts, and the role of the rich Copts and monks in Copying manuscripts in
this important historical period of Ottoman rule. The research also explained the definition
of symbolism in Christianity and the reasons for using symbolism in Christianity in order to
simplify religious concepts, as well as the periods of persecution that Coptic Christians
witnessed in the early ages, which made them practice their beliefs in a secret way and used
symbolism for that. Some of the symbols that appeared in the manuscripts’ depictions were
discussed in The seventeenth century AD to the nineteenth century AD.There are important
results in this research, including the use of various decorations, such as geometric and plant
decorations, and drawings of birds and animals, and their different symbolic meanings.
Likewise, the religious factor is the basis for the use of decorative elements. The Coptic artist
also created new decorative forms at the beginnings of manuscripts and in the margins that
indicate many meanings. Different symbolism. The research showed that the ancient
Egyptian, Greek, and Roman influence contributed to confirming the symbolic concept in

Coptic painting.
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