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Using Universal Design Concepts in Basic Education Schools to
Strengthen Social Sustainability

Dina Hassan Helaly Ali Ahmed, Ahmed Helal Mohammed and Nady Mustafa Abdel Karim
Architecture Department, Faculty of Engineering, Assiut University, Egypt

Abstract:

The study addresses the ways of achieving Social Sustainability to achieve inclusivity and participation
in basic education schools in the light of the Universal Design approach, where the research problem is the
increase of the proportion of persons with minor disabilities and disregard their right to social inclusion,
particularly in basic education schools. Educational integration is achieved through the application of
Universal Design and Universal Design for learning in schools. To achieve the research objective, the research
examined the concept of social sustainability, the problems of basic education schools, how to solve them
through applying the Education Integration Decision in Egypt, and the concept and principles of Universal
Design and Universal Design for Learning. Thus, the research question, How to use Universal Design concepts
in basic education schools to strengthen Social Sustainability? was answered through the application of the
Universal Design principles in schools by taking environmental and functional needs into account in school
elements and application of the Universal Design for Learning principles by providing diverse ways of
stimulating, participating, presenting and expressing information in the classroom. The study concluded with
many results, the most important of them being methods for applying the principles of universal design and
universal design for learning in schools and the recommendations that will lead to the design of universal

(integrated) schools and rehabilitating existing schools.

Keywords: Universal Design, Social Sustainability, problems of basic education schools, educational

integration in Egypt, Universal Design for Learning.
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